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A BILL T:NTITLED

TI{E SIERRA LEONE RAILWAY DEVEI,OPMENT
AND REGT'LATORY ACf, 2024

Being an Act to provide for the establisbment ofthe Sierra
Leone Railway Developm€nt and Reguluory Authority witl the
responsibility to develop and regulate railways and cable car
tsaosportatioD in Siera Leone, to monitor atrd corrdinate activities
in the railway and cable cals sector, io administer enacments on
railway and cable cars b'sDsportation and to provide for other related
nratters.

sho( titlc

l

ENecrao by the President and Members ofParlisment h this
present Partiament assembled.

Data of com-
mcnc€rtrcnt.

2024
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Intc,Drctation
PARTI- PRELIMINARY

1. In tlis Act, unless the context otherwise requires-

"Authority" means the Sierra Leone Railway
Development ad Regulatory Authority established
under section 2;

"Board" means the Sisra kone Raih#ay Development
aDd RegulatoryArshority Board established under
section 3;

'Chairman" means the Chairman of the Board
appointEd under subsection (2), section 3;

"Director General" means the Director General
appointed under sectioD 13;

"Deputy Direclor Gemral' means the Deputy Director
General appointed under s€ction l5;

"railway asses" include assets which are vested in
theAuthority by law and includes the lan4 network,
rolling stock, plant, machinery goods and other
immovable or movable property ofevery descri6ion
or kind, used or set aside for use in connection witb
or for dre pr:rpose of railway hansportation and
includes branches, extensions, sidhg, railway
bridges, tunnels; statioos, depots, wharves, railway
equipment, store or other things comected with
railway or cable car and communications or
sigaalling systems and related facilities and
equipment us€d for cable railway purposes;

"Minister" means the Minister responsible for
transporq
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"railw4r" means a guided system designed for the-

movement ofrolling stock that has the capability of
transporting pasengers or fr€ight, on a track or

cable and on lan4 underground or in the air'
including a track on which the wheels of a vehicle

muy n a 
"rble.ailtt"y, 

'.he entire equiPm€nt, mlling

stocf, Uulaings' pmperty, and system of facks used

in such a rail tsansport system, the organisation

respomible for operating a railway networt-

PA(t II - T1IE SIERRA I,TONE RAILWAY DEVEI,OPMENT

AND REGULATORY AI.iTHORITY

2. (l) rhere is hereby esabtished.lbodl t be^q"Ill l'ffi*'
the Siefia kone Railway Development and Regulafory Aurhoffy' Dcvclopmcnt

(2) rhe Authority shall be a. bodv.co'P"tiT.I-"-Ti liff:H
perpetual successioD and capable ofacquiring holding and dls. posurg

lfp.p"tty, t n",ner movabie or immovable, ofsuing and being med

io itr 
"otpl*t" 

name an{ subject o this Act' ofperforming all such

acts as Mies coryorate trray by law perform'

(3) The Autbority shall bave a common seal, the use of
which shall be authe icaled by the signaoms of-

(a) tle Chairman or oth€r m€mber ofthe Board

authorised either genemlly or specis[y by

the Board in that behalf; and

(b) the Director-General or some other person

authorised by the Board in that behalf.

3. (l) rhegoverningbodvoftheAuthoritvthqT:lH1 i:fr"f*
in which shall be veste4 subject to this Act' ote superuslon or me Dcr"lopmcnt

Authority. ilL,"ioo
(2) The Board shall consist ofa Chairman who shall be.a AtuiO

person who has considerable knowledge and e'(Peneoce rn puDuc

irr"po* ua.i"i"*ti* or management, and the following other

rnembers -
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Tenure of
membe6.

(a) tte Director{eneral of the A hority;

(b) a re.presentarive fiom each ofthe following
instiarions _

@ the Ministry rcsporsible for b.ansporr
or railways;

Ci) lte Ministy rcspoDsible for mining and
mineral resorces;

($ the Ministry responsible for financ€;

(iv) the Ministy responsible for trade:

(v) the Sierra Leone ports and Harbours
Authority;

(c) 2 persons with proven knowledge and
experience inpublic transpot administation
oi mrnqg€rn€nt

@) The Chairman and other members retbrred to ir
paragraph (c) ofsubsection (2), sball be appointed by the president
on the rccomrnendation of fie Minister s$ject to the approvat of
Partianent

4. (l ) Ihe Chairman md other members appointed rmder
subsection (2) ofsection 3 shall hold ofEc€ for a period of3 years

and shall be eligibte for re-appointuent for a firther term of3 years
only.

(2) A person Sall cease to be a member ofthe Board on
any ofthe following grounds-

(a) inabih.ty to perform the fimctions ofhis offce
by reason of infirmity of mind or bod)r;

@) for proven miscondrc!

(c) if he becomes bankrryt or insolvent;

(d) if he is convicted and sentenced for an
offence involving fi.aud or dishonesty;

(e) if he fails to attend three consecutive
mectings of the Board without reasonable
cause;
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5. The Chairman and the other members ofthe Boald and a Remunetation

person co-opted by the Board under subsection (8) ofsection 6 shall 
of mcmb€rs'

be paid such renlmeration, fees and allowances approved by the
Minister and shall be rcimbursed by the Authority for e:eenses

incurred in connection with the discharge oftheir fimctions as the
Board may, with the approval of the Minister, determine.

6. (l) The Board shall meet for the dispatch of its business M€'titrgr of

at least once ev€ry 3 .onth. und at *"h fi;; e; Chainr* Bosrd

determine.

(f) if he resigns his ofEce by written notice to
the Minister.

(3) A minimum of 5 members oftbe Board may, by notice
in writing signal by thenr. request the Chairman to smrmon a special

meeting of the Board for such purposes as rnay be stated in the
notice.

(4) The Chairman or, in his absence, the member
appointed to 8ct in his be,halt shall summon a special meeting wiftin
5 days of his receipt of the notice referred to in subseclion (3),

(5) The quorum at any meeting ofthe Board shall be 5.

(6) The Chairman or olher person presiding shall have a
casting vote where tlere is an equality ofvotes.

Na The Siena lzone Railvay Developnent d d Regt latory Act 2024

(2) The Chairmau sball preside u every meeting ofthe
Boar4 and in his absence, the memben present shall appoint one of
their nurber to preside.

(/) A proposal ctcutarcd among all memben and agreed

to in writing by a two-thirds majority ofall members shall be ofthe
same force or effect as a decision made at a duly constituted meeting
of the Board and shall be incorporated in the minutes of the next
succeeding meeting ofthe Board:
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DisclosuE
of intcrast.

ImEuoig of
In?ribcrs-

Committees
of Board

Provided that ifa member requires that such proposal to
be placed before a meeting of the Boar4 this subsection shall not
apply to such proposal.

(8) The Board may co-opt a persou to attend and
participate h its deliberations on any matter but such peson shall
not vote on any issu€ for tte decision by the Board.

(9) The Board shall oause minut€s ofall its m€etings to
be taken and signed by tbe Chainnan and kept in proper form.

(10) Subject to this Act the Board shall rcgutate its o\m
procedure.

(2) A member ofthe Board who contravenes subsection
(1) commits a misconduct and shall be removed from the Board.

& (l) An action or other proceedings shall not lie or be
instituted against a mernberofthe Board ormemberofa commiuec
ofthe Board for or in respect ofan act or thing done or omitted to be
done in good faith in the exercise ofhis firnctions under this Act.

@) A member ofthe Board shall not be personally liable
for a debt or obligation oftbe Authority.

9. (l) Tbe Board may, for the discharge of its fimctions,
appoint one or more committeq to perform such fimctions as the
Bordmay determine.

(2) A cornmi$ee ofihe Board appointed unrder subsection
( I ), $all consist ofmembers ofthe Board or non-mernbers or both as
lhe Board may decide.

7. (1) A member ofthe Board who has an interest, whether
di€cl or hdirect, in a mafl€r being coosidered or to be comidcred by
fie Board, shall disclose tte natur€ ofhis interest to the Board and
tbe disclosure shall be recorded in the minutes ofthe Board and such
member slnll not take part in a delibcration or decision ofthe Board
relating to tlat matter.
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(3) Without prcjudice to the generality ofsubsection ( l),
the Board shall appoint an audit committee consisting of such
memb€rs ofthe Board, excluding the Direc0or4en€ral and perfomring
such functions as the Board may determine.

(4) A committee shall submit a report of is proceedings
to the Board at such tfune as the Board mav determirc-

10. (1) Subject to this Act, the Board shall be responsible for

(a) fte supervision of the Adhority, including
overseeing the sormd and proper financial
nunagemerit of ffe Authority;

@) the provision of such policy guidance and
advice that will secure the efficient
implementation of the firnctions of the
Authority and enhance the overall
perfomanc€ of the Authority.

PART Itr. FUNCTIONS AND POWERS OF THE SIERRA
LEONE RAILWAY DEVET,OPMEI.IT AND REGUI.{TORY

AUTHORITY

11. (1) The Authority shall be r€sponsible tG.

(a) regulatc railways md cable cars;

(b) regulate and mcmitor the activities ofliceoseq
concessionaires, and operators of railway;

(c) promote the development and msnagement
of railway and railway services and cable car
ba$portation;

(d) hold, administer atrd improve railway ass€ts;

(e) implement and ensure compliance with this
Act ard any other legislation relaf,ing to
railway and railway services and cable car
ransportation operations;

Functions
of Bosrd.

Futrctioos of
Authority.
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($ grant licences, concession and leases which
are necessa4r for the operation of railways
aod railway services and cable car
transportation;

(g) exercise ormership rights over assets that
are transferred to oPerators by the
Covemment, throrgh the Autlority;

@) set and enforce safetv and security standards
for the consruction and operation ofrailway
and railway services and cable car
transportatiou

(, initiate, conduct, promote and encourage
studies necessary for the growth and
development of railways and cable cars
including tte development ofmaster plans;

f) ensure collaboration with other public,
private or intemational agercies necessary
for the performaoce of is fi.mctions;

ft) advise the Govemnent on matters relating
to the development and management of
railway and milway services and cable car
transportstion;

(l) cary out transactional functions necessary
for the gowth and sustainability ofrailway
and railway services and cable car
transportation;

(tr, investigate railway and cable car incidents
and take such action thereon as may be
appropriat€;

(n) co-ordinatethe impleoentation ofpoiicies
relating to rail tra$portation affairs and
promote the integration ofsuch policies into
the national development ptan;
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(o) in collaboration with such other public
agencies and irstifftions, prevent rail sourcc
pollution and respood to environmental
accidentsi

(p) liaise with other public bodies involved in
rail and cable car transport for the pr.Epos€
of hannonising activilies in the railuay and
cable car transport industry:

(q) do all such odrer rhings thar will mntribute
to the auainment of the objective of the
Authority.

12 (l) The Authority shell fiay6 p61p91'16 - Posers of

(a) imgose srrfacc levy on railway and 
""b1" "ao 

ou*ottry'

operatorq bsed on the procedure for the
payment of the charge imposed prcscribed
by statutory instrum€nt mad€ by the
Minister;

@) obtain information r€quired for the
performance of its firnctioN und€r rhis Act,
by notice in writing rcquiring a p€rson to
give information in fte form and manner and
within the time specified in the notice.

PAPJ tV. ADMIMSTRATIVE PROVISIONS

13. (l) TheAutrority shallhave a Director-Geneml \r,ho sball Dircctor.
be appointed by rhe President, on the recommendation ofthe Minist€r, Gcocrd'

subject to the approval of Parliament and upon such terms and
conditions as the Board may, with the approval of the Minister,
determino.

(2) A person shall not be appointed Director-General
unless he has formal qualification in a profession, relevaflt or
appropriate to the operations ofthe Authority.

(3) The Dirertor4eneral shall hold office for a period of5
years ard shall be eligible for reappointnent for another period of5
yeam.
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Functions
of Dircctor-
Gcnerul.

Dcputy
Dircctor-
Gcnerll.

14. (l) The Director{€,neral shau be the Chief Executive

Officerofthe Aurhority and shall be responsible for -

(a) the day-to-day administration of the
Authoriry;

@) the implementation of such operational
policies' programmes and plans r€lating to
the frmctions of the Ar.lhority as nray be

approved bY the Board;

(c) the srryervision and discipline of other staff
of the Authority;

(d) the maagement ofthe funds, property, and

business of the ArtlnritY; and

(e) performing such otber duties as the Board

m8y dctermine.

15. (l) The Authority shall have a DePuty Director4eneral
whom the Board shal! after corultation with the Minister' appoint.

(2) A person shall not be appoinied DePuty Director-

Gen€ral unless he has formal qualification in a professioq televant or

appropriale to the opcratims of the Arliority and a proven ability in

public adminisfation aDd m4nFgemenl

(3) The Deputy Director4eneral shall hold offce for a
period of5 years and shall be eligible for reappointment for another

period of5 years only.

16. The Deputy Director4eneral shall serve as the principal

assistant to the Director-General il the administration of the

Authority, carry out such duties as may be assigned to him by the

Dircctor{en€ral and also act as Dircctor€eneral in the absence of
ee Direaor{enerat

17. ( l ) The Authority shall have a Company Seretary who

shaU b€ a legal pmctitioner and designated Secret ry to the Board.

Functiols
of Dcputy
Dircctor-
Gcncral.

Compi$y
Sccrctary.
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(2) The Compary Se€IEtary shall be appointed by the

Board on such terms and conditions as the Board may detcrmine
and shall be responsible to -

(a) arrange &e business oftie Board including
meetings and recording minues;

(b) liaise b*ween the Board and tre mtn'goment

of the Authority; and

(c) Perform any other duties as the Board or the

Dir€c'tor-C€neral may &t€flnine.

18. (l) The Authority may, on such terms and conditiom as ooll stsff.

the Board may detennine, 4point other employees required for the

efficient discharye of its fimctions under this Act.

(2) The Authorf may engage the services of consultatrts

and advisers as it considers necessaty for he efficient discharge its

fiDctions.

m. (l) The activities of the Authority sball be financed by Futh ot

fundsconsisiing of- ' Authoritv

(a) monies appropria&d &om time to time by
Parliament for the purposes ofthe Aufiority;

(b) a levy per metric ton ofcarBo trdEported b
rail as the Minister may, by statutory
instrument prescribe;

(c) fees ftom licences issued by the Aulhority;

19. (1) The Authority may, for the purpose ofcarryinS out its Dircoto"t!

firnctions under this Acl have such d€patfn€nts as the Board may,

on the reconmnendation oftte Dire.tor{6neral, apProve.

(2) A deparfinenr tmder subsection (1) sball be headed
by a Dircctor appointed by tle Board on advice of the Dircctor-
G€n6aL

PARI V. FINANCI,AL PROVISIONS
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and audil.

(d) monies given to Oe Authority by way of
gifts, endowments" bequesg grant or other
contributions by persons or organisations
for the purposes of the Auhority; or

(e) other monies which may, from tinre to time,
accrue to &e Authority.

(2) The firnds ofthe Authority shall be applied only for
the purposes of the approved budget of the Authority.

21. (l) The Authority shall keep proper books of account
and records in relarion to tb€ activities, property and finances oftbe
Agency in a form approved by the Audimr4eoeral, and shall pr€pee
in respect of each financial year, a financial statemcnt which ;ha
irclude -

(a) balance sheet accounts;

(b) income aod expenditure accounts: and

(c) source aod application of fimds.

@) The accounts ofthe Authority kept rmder subsection
(l) shell, asl later thr 2 montts after the end ofeach finaDcial year,
be audit€d by the Auditor-General or an auditor appointed by him.

(3) For the purposes of subsection (2), the Auditor-
General or an audi0or appointed by him shall be entitled to have
access to all books ofaccount, vouchers and other financial records
of the Authority and to require such informatiol and explanation
thereon as he may think fit.

(4) TheAuditor4enerat or the auditor appointed by him
shall submit to &e Auhority, a rcport on the audited accounts and
the financial strtements refer€d to in subsection (1) and shall, in his
report draw attention to -

(a) irregularities in the accounts;

(b) matten that are likety to adversely affect the
operations of the Aurhority; and
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(c) aoy otler matter whicb in his opinioq ought
to be brought to the notice oftbe Aulhority.

, 22 The financial year ofthe Authority sball be fre same as Financiat
the financial year ofthe Govemment. ycsr.

23. (l) The Authority shall, within 3 montls alter fte etrd of Annual
the financial year, submit to the Mirister an annual rEport on ttr; rcport.

perfonnance of its fimctions during that year and on if polcy and
programmes.

@ An annual rcport submitted by the records rmder
subsection (l), shall iaclude the.eccounts and annual financial
statement pr€pared rmd€r section 2l and the report of the audit
thereon.

(3) The Minister shall lay copies of the annual report
beforeParliament within 2 months after hi has received the repoii,

.. (4) TheAuttoritysha makecopies oflhercport avaihble
to allstakeholders within 30 days once it has been laid before
Parliamert

(5) There shall be attached to the report referred to in
subsection (2) -

(a) an audited st.tement of the Authority's
finencfu[ p65i1fun;

O) an audited statement of income and
expenditure; and

(c) such other information as the Authority may
consider appropriate

PARTVI.MISCEII.ANEOUS PROVISIONS

_ 4 . The Minister may, by stahlory instument, make such RcgulErions.
Kegulatioos as be may consider necessary or expedient to give effect
to this AcL
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MEMORANDUM OF OBJECTS AND REASONS

The purpose of this Bill is to provide for the estabtishment of the Sierra Leone

Railway Development and RegrlatoryAuthority with the responsibility to develop

and regulate railways aad cable car n-ansportation in Sierra [,eone, to monitor and

co-ordirate activities in fte railway and cable cars sectoE to administer enactments

on railvay and cable can transportation and to provide for other related maners.

The Bill is divided into 6 parts.

Ptrt I -makes provision for the interpretation and definition of words used

lhroughont the Bill,

Patll-provides for the Sierra Leone Railway Development and Regul8tory
Authority including the Sierra Leone Railway Development and Regulatory
Authcity Board.

Part Itr - specifies the functions and powers of the Sierra Leone Railway
Development md Regulatory Authorit-v.

Part ry-contains adminisn"tive pmvisions deals with the appoinurent ofa Director-
General and the Deputy Director{eneral Company Secretary, other staff, divisions
oftte Sien-a Leone Railway Developrment and Regulatory Authorify.

Part V-contains financial provisions including frmds, accounts and audit of the

Sierra kone Railway Development and Regulatory Authority.

Part vI -Miscellaneous provisions contains tte power to make Regulations

MADE this day of ,2024

ALI{AII FANDAY TURAY
Minister o/ Transport and .4v iation

FREETOWN
SIERRA I.EONE.

Prnltp exo Puarrsrco av rrc Govnxlorr Pronno DBp xnoo, SERA L6oNE

Gezerr ExrRAoRDN.Ry No.85 or I5rH OcroaaR. 2024.


